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Thursday 31 January 2013

1. Adoption of the agenda (CDR2335-2012_00_01_TRA_CONV)

The agenda was adopted.
2. Approval of the minutes of the 98th plenary session, held on 29 and 30 November 2012 (CDR2195-2012_00_00_TRA_PV and CDR2195-2012_01_00_TRA_PV)

The minutes were approved.
3. Statement by the President
The CoR First Vice-President, Ms Bresso, transmitted the President's apologies for being unable to attend the meeting. She also informed the Plenary Assembly that Ms Britt-Marie Lövgren, CoR member from Sweden, had died the previous month. The Plenary Assembly honoured her with a minute of silence.
The First Vice-President went on to speak about the calendar of meetings for 2013 and confirmed that it would remain unchanged, with six plenary sessions. The location of the 103rd plenary session taking place in parallel with the Open Days in October 2013 would be further confirmed.

The First Vice-President concluded by presenting in detail the agenda of the plenary session.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF OPINIONS
4. European research area
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 392 final

CDR1672-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – EDUC-V-025

Rapporteur: Mr Grigorios Zafeiropoulos (Councillor of the Region of Attica, Greece/EPP)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR1672-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

5. The EU Strategy towards the Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings 2012–2016

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 286 final

CDR1564-2012_00_01_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-035

Rapporteur: Ms Jelena Drenjanin (member of the Municipal Assembly of Huddinge, Sweden/EPP)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously.
6. Strengthening EU citizenship: promotion of EU citizens' electoral rights
Own-initiative opinion

CDR1652-2012_00_01_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-036

Rapporteur: Mr György Gémesi (Mayor of Gödöllö, Hungary/EPP)
After the debate, the opinion was adopted by a majority. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR1652-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

7. Draft partial revision of the Rules of Procedure
(CDR2335-2012_01_00_TRA_PSP and CDR2335-2012_01_00_TRA_PRES)

Mr Helmut Max Jahn (Germany/EPP), Chair of the ad-hoc commission on the revision of the Rules of Procedure, was given the floor to present to the Plenary Assembly the outcome of the work of the ad-hoc commission. Subject to vote during this plenary session were only the changes in article 29 of the Rules of Procedure in the view of Croatia's accession to the EU. The ad-hoc commission, in accordance with its mandate, would continue its work and submit further proposals for adoption by the Plenary Assembly. 
After the debate, the members adopted unanimously the proposal for a revision of article 29 of the Rules of Procedure.
8. Statement by Ms Lucinda Creighton, TD, Minister for European Affairs, Ireland (CDR2335-2012_04_00_TRA_PSP)
Detailed minutes of the statement and debate with Ms Lucinda Creighton can be found in  appendix 1 to the minutes.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF OPINIONS
9. Creating greater synergies between EU, national and subnational budgets
Own initiative opinion 
CDR1778-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC - BUDG-V-004

Rapporteur: Mr Rhodri Glyn Thomas (member of the National Assembly for Wales, UK/EA)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted by a majority. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR1778-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

10. Better Governance for the Single Market

Communication from the European Commission to the European Parliament and the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 259 final

CDR1529-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – ECOS-V-036
Rapporteur: Mr Markku Markkula (member of the Espoo City Council, Finland/EPP)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR1529-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

11. The statute and funding of European political parties and European political foundations
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

COM(2012) 499 final – 2012/0237 (COD)

CDR2244-2012_00_01_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-037

Rapporteur: Mr István Sértő-Radics (Mayor of Uszka, Hungary/ALDE)

Ms Marietta Giannakou (Greece/EPP), the European Parliament's rapporteur, addressed the plenary to present the main points of the ongoing debate on European political parties.
After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2244-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.
12. Marine knowledge 2020: from seabed mapping to ocean forecasting

Green Paper

COM(2012) 473 final

CDR2202-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – NAT-V-024

Rapporteur: Mr Arnold Hatch (member of Craigavon Borough Council, United Kingdom/NI)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. 
13. Blue growth: opportunities for marine and maritime sustainable growth
Communication from the European Commission to the European Parliament and the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 494 final

CDR2203-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – NAT-V-025

Rapporteur: Mr Adam Banaszak (member of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie regional assembly, Poland /EA)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2203-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

14. Renewable Energy: A major player in the European energy market
Communication from the European Commission to the European Parliament and the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 271 final

CDR2182-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – ENVE-V-027

Rapporteur: Mr Witold Stępień (Marshal of the Łódź voivodship, Poland/EPP)
After the debate, the opinion was adopted by a majority. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2182-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

15. Draft resolution on the Cohesion Policy legislative package
CdR2233-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – COTER-V-033

Rapporteur: Mr Marek Woźniak (Marshal of the Wielkopolska region, Poland/EPP)

After the debate, the resolution was adopted unanimously with one abstention. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2233-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

16. Regional Aid Guidelines 2014-2020
Own-initiative opinion

CdR2232-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – COTER-V-034

Rapporteur: Mr Jean-Paul Denanot (member of Limousin Regional Council, France/PES)
After the debate, the opinion was adopted by a majority. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2232-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

17. Statement by Mr Joaquín Almunia, Vice-president of the European Commission, responsible for competition
Detailed minutes of the statement and debate with Commissioner Joaquín Almunia can be found in  appendix 2 to the minutes.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF OPINIONS
18. Draft resolution on a sustainable future for the European Economic and Monetary Union
CDR2494-2012_00_00_TRA_PRES – RESOL-V-003
After the debate, the resolution was adopted unanimously with one abstention. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2494-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

19. Draft resolution on Youth Guarantee
CDR2562-2012_00_00_TRA_PRES – RESOL-V-004

After the debate, the resolution was adopted unanimously with two abstentions. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR2562-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

20. The outermost regions of the EU in the light of the Europe 2020 strategy

Communication from the European Commission

COM(2012) 287 final

CdR1685-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – COTER-V-030

Rapporteur: Mr Malcolm Mifsud (Mayor, Pietá, Malta/EPP)
After the debate, the opinion was adopted unanimously. The record of proceedings can be found in document CDR1685-2012_00_00_TRA_CR.

21. The role of local and regional authorities in promoting growth and boosting job creation

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 173 final

CDR1186-2012_00_01_TRA_PAC – ECOS-V-033

Rapporteur: Ms Maria Luisa Coppola (Councillor of the Veneto Region, Italy/EPP)

After the debate, the opinion was adopted by a majority.
22. Election of Bureau members (CDR2335-2012_02_00_TRA_PSP) (for decision)

The following members were nominated and subsequently elected:

	BUREAU MEMBER
	AD PERSONAM REPRESENTATIVE

	 NETHERLANDS

	Lamers C.H.J. (EPP) Vice-President

	Janssen J.F.M (EPP)


23. New CoR members and alternates (CDR2335-2012_03_00_TRA_PSP) (for information)

The members took note of the document appointing new members and alternates.

24. Any other business
None.
25. Date of the next meeting.
The next meeting will be held in Brussels on 11 and 12 April 2013.

END OF THE PLENARY SESSION

This document has been drawn up in accordance with Rule 15(3) of the Rules of Procedure and can be retrieved at: http://toad.cor.europa.eu/CORAgendas.aspx?body=PLEN.
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