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Brussels, 24 April 2013
Highlights

of the 100th plenary session of the Committee of the Regions

11 and 12 April 2013

The 100th plenary session of the CoR was held in the European Parliament's JAN building. During the course of the session, a total of 10 opinions and one resolution were presented for adoption. 
The first day of the plenary session was marked by a speech by Mr Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament, which covered the ongoing negotiations on the EU's Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).
One of the key items discussed at the plenary session was the opinion on a stronger European industry for growth and economic recovery by Mr Claude Gewerc, President of the Regional Council of Picardie. The adoption of the opinion was accompanied by a statement by Mr Reinhard Bütikofer, the European Parliament's rapporteur on the matter. Another of the plenary session's highlights was the opinion on the state of devolution in the EU by Mr Franz Schausberger, delegate from the Region of Salzburg.
The second day of the session saw a resolution on "the future global approach to ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable future," which was put to the vote and adopted unanimously.
The plenary assembly also voted on the CoR draft budget for 2014, which was adopted by a majority of votes.
A - Statement by Mr Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament
Item 4 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
President Valcárcel welcomed President Schulz by outlining the priorities of Europe's cities and regions, calling for the conclusion of an agreement on the MFF before the summer. He dismissed accusations coming from the critics of the cohesion policy who thought it was rooted in the past. "Cohesion is the most powerful instrument available to spread innovation, promote energy efficiency, fight against youth unemployment and poverty. For many of us, it is one of the few tools left to design the future of our communities", Mr Valcárcel stressed.
President Schulz began by welcoming the CoR's members and emphasising the exceptional role entrusted to the Committee of the Regions in the EU legislative process, at the same time stressing that the results of the CoR's work had a direct impact on the legislation adopted by the EP.
President Schulz reiterated the importance of providing the European Union with adequate financial resources for the next seven years, supporting employment and stimulating growth. He recalled the principle of budgetary discipline and pointed to the urgent need to address the risk of a growing EU structural deficit: "If we don't tackle the current deficit, the Commission will have to recommend equivalent budget cuts, between EUR 11bn and EUR 16bn, which would have a serious impact on our regions and cities", said Mr Schulz. He added that the gap between commitments and payments, which had been proposed by the European Council, would lead to a deficit policy in the coming years, something which was unacceptable for the Parliament. At the same time, he was confident that a good agreement could be reached with the European Council on the MFF.

Commenting on the rise of anti-EU sentiment, Mr Schulz stressed that the EU ideal was currently at risk and that there was a need to convince people that it was still something worth believing in. He called on the CoR to fully contribute and to save the EU by revitalising its founding values and making clear that Europe does not need to do everything. "When things can be better done at local and regional level, they must be brought back to those levels", said Mr Schulz.
After Mr Schulz's statement, the CoR Vice-President Ms Bresso took the floor, as well as Mr Schneider (EPP), Mr Lambertz (PES), Mr O'Donoghue (ALDE) and Mr Silberg (EA).
B - Resolution on the future global approach to ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable future
Item 13 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
The Committee of the Regions in its resolution:
· supports the European Commission's proposal to establish an overarching framework for future global development policy that integrates socio-economic development and environmental sustainability and also addresses justice, equality and equity, peace and security;
· expresses concern about the reduction in the EU's overall development aid figures in 2012;
· calls for continued efforts towards reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) by 2015 in spite of the economic downturn and reiterates its support to make 2015 the "European Year for Development" to ensure the follow-up to the MDGs;

· calls on the EU to actively promote its fundamental values of democracy, human rights and the principles of the rule of law through its development policy and underlines the important role of subnational authorities in this respect;
· underlines that it is subnational authorities that provide the public with many of the services that are essential to meeting the millennium goals such as the health system, sanitation, education, transport and energy systems and water and waste management;

· welcomes the European Commission's efforts as regards recognising the role of local authorities as actors in development at all levels through a specific Communication on Local Authorities in Development expected in 2013.
C – Opinions adopted at the plenary session
Item 5 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
1. Synergies Between Private Investment and Public Funding at Local and Regional Levels
Irish Presidency referral

CDR272-2013_00_00_TRA_PAC – BUDG-V-005
Rapporteur: Mr Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Member of the National Assembly for Wales, United Kingdom/EA)

The Committee of the Regions:

· agrees that combining grants with Innovative Financial Instruments potentially provides an innovative approach through which overall costs and risks of projects/investments can be reduced, and calls on LRAs to think imaginatively as to how these different "tools" can be used to optimise the support to key investments on the ground;

· underlines the key role played by the EIB as the EUs long-term financing institution in supporting PPPs within the EU, providing  expertise and knowledge and welcomes the increase in the EIB's capital, which will increase its lending capacity;

· welcomes the new "framework loans" and "structural programme loans" instruments introduced by the EIB.

Item 6 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
2. Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

COM(2012) 617 final/2 – 2012/0295 (COD)

CDR26-2013_00_00_TRA_PAC – COTER-V-035


Rapporteur: Mr Ossi Martikainen (Chairman of Lapinlahti Municipal Council, Finland/ ALDE)

The Committee of the Regions:

· reiterates the need for a European initiative for the most deprived people in the European Union in order to meet the objective set by the EU under the Europe 2020 Strategy of reducing the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion by at least 20 million by 2020;

· recognises the need for a change in the legal basis of the programme (Article 174 TFEU), but suggests that a dual basis be used from 2014, also making reference to Article 39 TFEU in order to maintain continuity and the link with the objectives of the common agricultural policy.
Item 7 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
3. A stronger European industry for growth and economic recovery

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 582 final

CDR2255-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – ECOS-V-037

Rapporteur: Mr Claude Gewerc (President of the Regional Council of Picardie, France/PES)

The Committee of the Regions:

· highlights that industry drives the entire economy of the EU and expresses rising concern about Europe's production capacity, relocations and the competitiveness of European companies;
· supports the European Parliament's proposal to set up a steering group to bring together European, national, and regional and local powers and the resources currently scattered across all levels and sectors;
· proposes new financial instruments such as project bonds issued to finance SMEs, channelling regional investment funds towards SMEs and bolstering a European venture capital industry.
Item 8 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
4. EU Guidelines on State Aid for Rescuing and Restructuring Firms in Difficulty

Own-initiative opinion
CDR240-2013_00_00_TRA_PAC – ECOS-V-040

Rapporteur: Mr Christophe Rouillon (Mayor of Coulaines, France/PES)
The Committee of the Regions:

· agrees that state aid for rescue and restructuring should support a "highly competitive social market economy" and should be used to help structurally profitable firms to overcome a period of instability, protect jobs and preserve industrial know-how;
· proposes that de minimis thresholds for notifying state aid for the rescue and restructuring of firms be introduced;

· proposes that the maximum period for rescue aid measures be increased to six months, renewable once for a further six months.
Item 9 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
5. EU Support for Sustainable Change in Transition Societies

Joint Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

JOIN (2012) 27 final

CDR233-2013_00_00_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-039

Rapporteur: Mr Maciej Kobyliński (Mayor of Słupsk, Poland/PES)

The Committee of the Regions:

· shares the Commission's view that the EU should mobilise in a comprehensive, targeted and long-term response to support reform in transition countries with a view to stabilisation and the achievement of real, sustainable change and lasting democratic structure;

· points out that local and regional authorities, which have wide experience of policy development and implementation in the delivery of essential public services, should play a key role in the process of sustainable change in transition societies.
Item 10 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
6. Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2012-2013

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament

COM(2012) 600 final

CDR2210-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-038


Rapporteur: Mr Luc Van den Brande (Chairman of the Flemish-European Liaison Agency, Belgium/EPP)
The Committee of the Regions:
· highlights that the aim of the enlargement process is to overcome the division of Europe and to contribute to the peaceful unification of the continent in political and economic terms;

· actively tries to facilitate the task of the local and regional authorities in the enlargement countries in order to prepare them for their future responsibilities in the European Union, to obtain recognition of their role and to establish and develop contacts and cooperation with their EU counterparts.
Item 11 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
7. Unleashing the Potential of Cloud Computing in Europe

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 529 final

CDR1673-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – EDUC-V-026


Rapporteur: Mr Gábor Bihary (Member of Budapest General Assembly, Hungary/PES)
The Committee of the Regions:
· welcomes the Commission communication on unleashing the potential of cloud computing and agrees that the potential of cloud computing goes beyond technological progress in IT: it has a positive impact on the labour market, can improve equal opportunities and can create jobs;
· considers that it is important to incorporate sustainability into the implementation of cloud computing, given that making better use of the capacity of IT tools will allow more effective use of resources.
Item 14 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
8. Devolution in the European Union and the Place for Local and Regional Self‑Government in EU Policy Making and Delivery

Own-initiative opinion
CDR2214-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – CIVEX-V-034


Rapporteur: Mr Franz Schausberger (Delegate of the Region of Salzburg for the Committee of the Regions, Austria/EPP)
The Committee of the Regions: 
· stresses that neither the EU nor the CoR is meant to interfere in questions of internal organisation related to the constitutional arrangements of Member States, including developments in the direction of the independence of a region;

· considers that a coherent process of devolution can only succeed if the transfer of powers to sub-national authorities is matched by a corresponding allocation of financial resources;

· is convinced that the political and legal principle of subsidiarity is a key driver of devolution and that functioning local and regional administrations and effective devolution should be based on the principles of subsidiarity, proportionality and multilevel governance.
Item 15 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
9. Enhancing and Focusing EU International Cooperation in Research and Innovation

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 497 final

CDR2076-2012_00_01_TRA_PAC – EDUC-V-027

Rapporteur: Mr Markku Markkula (Member of the Espoo City Council, Finland/EPP)

The Committee of the Regions: 

· points out that local and regional authorities have a key role to play in the European Research Area (ERA);

· considers that local and regional policies have a significant impact in developing research infrastructures and establishing innovative environments able to attract scientists and innovators and to create the substantive and operational conditions for robust growth of intellectual capital.
Item 16 of CDR1720-2013_00_02_TRA_CONV-POJ
10. Rethinking Education

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

COM(2012) 669 final

CDR2392-2012_00_00_TRA_PAC – EDUC-V-030


Rapporteur: Ms Fiona O'Loughlin (Kildare County Council and Mid-East Regional 
Authority, Ireland/ALDE)
The Committee of the Regions: 

· supports the call to concentrate efforts on developing transversal skills, particularly entrepreneurial skills;
· considers it essential to build bridges between informal and non-formal learning and formal education;

· considers it vital to recognise the importance of combining public and private investment in education and training.
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