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	AMENDMENT 1

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034

Point 5

Expand point as follows:
	ERIKSON Urve

HALLIKMÄGI Väino

LINKOV Georg

PIHL Jüri

SILBERG Uno

VITSUT Toomas


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	is convinced that devolution and the regional and local institutions that it involves have a key contribution to make to reducing the current social and economic disparities between Europe's regions, helping to reduce the negative consequences of a rural exodus from poor regions to big cities;
	is convinced that devolution and the regional and local institutions that it involves have a key contribution to make to reducing the current social and economic disparities between Europe's regions, helping to reduce the negative consequences of a rural exodus from poor regions to big cities and of emigration from one Member State to another that weakens the labour market;


	Reason



	In some Member States there are economic and social problems (for example, structural unemployment; separated families; local authorities that have to take care, by themselves, of the social wellbeing of families and children left alone) that impede the normal functioning of the labour market, and that are caused first and foremost by economically motivated emigration of labour to other Member States.


	AMENDMENT 2 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 6 

Amend text as follows: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

DESTANS Jean-Louis 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	thanks the Council of Europe’s Congress of Regional and Local Authorities (CLRAE) and the CoR's Subsidiarity Expert Group for their valuable contributions and expert opinions, as well as the various interest groups that contributed to the consultation;
	thanks the Council of Europe’s Congress of Regional and Local Authorities (CLRAE) and the CoR's Subsidiarity Expert Group for their valuable contributions and expert opinions, as well as the various interest groups that contributed to the consultation for their valuable contributions and expert opinions;


	Reason 



	The subsidiarity expert group is a structure of the CoR and it should therefore not be singled out in this way.


	AMENDMENT 3

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY
CIVEX-V-034

Point 12

Expand point as follows:
	ERIKSON Urve

HALLIKMÄGI Väino

LINKOV Georg

PIHL Jüri

SILBERG Uno

VITSUT Toomas


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	notes that, in general terms, the degree of devolution has therefore increased in most countries in recent years;
	notes that, in general terms, the degree of devolution has therefore increased in most countries in recent years. However, the Committee has serious concerns about a contrary trend in some Member States in which the financial autonomy of local and regional authorities or the right to self-government at local level has been substantially curtailed;


	Reason



	Contrary, centralising tendencies can also be seen in some Member States, where the financial autonomy of local and regional authorities or the right to self-government at local level has been substantially curtailed.


	AMENDMENT 4 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 15 

Amend text as follows: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

DESTANS Jean-Louis 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	feels obliged to point out that some of the Member States that have joined the EU since 2004 have not completed the transition process in relation to devolution and is therefore aware that those countries, as well as the countries of the Eastern Partnership, face particularly great challenges when it comes to achieving thriving economic and social development;
	feels obliged to point out that some of the Member States that have joined the EU since 2004 have not completed the transition process in relation to devolution and is therefore aware that some of those countries, as well as the countries of the Eastern Partnership, face particularly great challenges when it comes to achieving thriving economic and social development;


	Reason 



	It is not certain that really "'all" countries which acceded in 2004, suffer from these problems.


	AMENDMENT 5 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 18 

Amend text as follows: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

DESTANS Jean-Louis 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	welcomes and supports the Council of Europe's initiative on a European Charter on Regional Democracy, and the draft proposed by the Congress in 2008, which aim to set out the key principles of regional democracy in Europe;
	welcomes and supports the Council of Europe's initiative on a European Charter on Regional Democracy, and the draft proposed by the Congress in 2008, which aim to set out the key principles of regional democracy in Europe; regrets the fact that this initiative has been blocked by a number of members of the Council of Europe, but appreciates that at least the ministers responsible for local and regional government agreed a Reference Framework for Regional Democracy in 2009;


	Reason 



	This amendment to merge the points 18 and 19 seek to clarify the text and underlines the message that the CoR supports the Charter idea and any steps which can help to bring it about


	AMENDMENT 6 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 19 

Delete point: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

DESTANS Jean-Louis 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	especially regrets the fact that that initiative has been blocked by the opposition of a number of members of the Council of Europe, but appreciates that at least the ministers responsible for local and regional government agreed a Reference Framework for Regional Democracy in 2009;
	especially regrets the fact that that initiative has been blocked by the opposition of a number of members of the Council of Europe, but appreciates that at least the ministers responsible for local and regional government agreed a Reference Framework for Regional Democracy in 2009;


	Reason 



	This point has been merged with the previous point 18.


	AMENDMENT 7 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 20 

Amend as follows: 
	JARDIM Alberto João 
ALVES CORDEIRO Vasco Ilídio 

AMARO Álvaro 

DIAS VALENTE Joaquim 

ESPAÑA MARTÍ María del Mar 

MACÁRIO CORREIA José 

PINTO Carlos 

PINTO DE SÁ Carlos 

RIO Rui 

RUAS Fernando 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	observes with great interest the fact that the division of powers, and in particular the issue of fiscal devolution, have received growing attention in national and European public debate in the context of the consequences of the current economic and financial crisis, with the assumption often being that the behaviour of sub-national authorities is one of the elements that is preventing national budget targets from being hit;
	observes with great interest the fact that the division of powers, and in particular the issue of fiscal devolution, have received growing attention in national and European public debate in the context of the consequences of the current economic and financial crisis, with the blame wrongly being shifted ontowith the assumption often being that the behaviour of sub-national authorities for not hitting preventing national budget targets from being hit, despite the national States' their responsibilities for the crisis;


	Reason 



	Sub-national authorities lack the mechanisms available to States for regulating the markets, including the financial markets, and are suffering the consequences of the budgetary guidelines that States have adopted.


	AMENDMENT 8 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 22 

Delete point: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	regrets the growing trend towards centralisation that has been noticeable since the economic and financial situation began to deteriorate, a trend that is based on the mistaken assumption that transferring public services to the central government level will make them more cost-effective;
	regrets the growing trend towards centralisation that has been noticeable since the economic and financial situation began to deteriorate, a trend that is based on the mistaken assumption that transferring public services to the central government level will make them more cost-effective;


	Reason 



	The text should be merged into Point 23


	AMENDMENT 9 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY
CIVEX-V-034 

Point 22 

New point: 
	SGOUROS Ioannis 
ARNAOUTAKIS Stavros 

BIRMPAS Dimitrios 

GKOTSOPOULOS Theodoros 

KALOGEROPOULOS Dimitrios 

KATSIFARAS Apostolos 

LAMPRINOUDIS Polydoros 

PREVEZANOS Dimitris 

SIMITSIS Konstantinos 

SPYRIDON Spyros 

ZAFEIROPOULOS Grigorios 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment

	
	argues, rather, that local authorities, as grassroots institutions, are aware of people's needs and are best placed to define and respond to such needs at a time of crisis;


	Reason 



	This addition strengthens the argument for not centralising powers at a time of financial crisis. 


	AMENDMENT 10 
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 
CIVEX-V-034 
Point 26 
Expand as follows: 
	POPPENHAEGER Holger 
HILLER Ulrike 

LEHMANN Heinz 

MARTENS Jürgen 

MÜHLENFELD Dagmar 

MÜLLER Detlef 

TÖNS Markus 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	notes that merging municipalities is very often presented as a way to achieve cost savings in the context of the financial and debt crises, based on economic arguments but without always being based on adequate studies or analyses;
	notes that merging municipalities is very often presented as a way to achieve cost savings in the context of the financial and debt crises, based on economic arguments but without always being based on adequate studies or analyses; however, also acknowledges that it can be a useful strategy, for example in view of demographic change in the regions;


	Reason 


	Especially in view of demographic change in the regions, merging municipalities can sometimes be a useful strategy.


	AMENDMENT 11 
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 
CIVEX-V-034 
Point 27 
Amend as follows: 
	MÜHLENFELD Dagmar 
HILLER Ulrike 

JAHN Helmut Max 

KUHN Hermann 

MARTENS Jürgen 

TÖNS Markus 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	believes that when such changes are considered, the loss of proximity to the people and of local democracy that may result must not be ignored, and that priority should be given to the possibilities of saving money by means of cross-border cooperation. Abolition of municipalities by way of merger should be considered extremely carefully;
	believes that when such changes are considered, the loss of proximity to the people and of local democracy that may result must not be ignored, and that priority should be given to the possibilities of saving money by means of cooperation across borders and between local authorities cross-border cooperation.  Abolition of municipalities by way of merger should be considered extremely carefully; in relation to cooperation between local authorities, is concerned about European Commission efforts to obstruct the joint performance of tasks through such cooperation, with requirements going beyond European Court of Justice case law;


	Reason 


	The idea of prioritising local-level cooperation over merging or even abolishing municipalities is something we can unreservedly support. However, this should not just be about cross-border cooperation; it should also include the option of cooperation between local authorities. In view of the European Commission's plan to modernise public procurement (draft procurement and concessions directives), the European Commission's requirement that cooperation between local authorities must be based on "mutual rights and obligations of the parties" goes beyond ECJ case law and would obstruct such cooperation. This kind of restriction does not reflect the nature of most cooperation between two local authorities. In many cases, one local authority may provide services on behalf of another in return for remuneration. In the Commission's view, this does not amount to real cooperation. 


	AMENDMENT 12 
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 
CIVEX-V-034 
Point 27 
Amend as follows: 
	POPPENHAEGER Holger 
HILLER Ulrike 

LEHMANN Heinz 

MARTENS Jürgen 

MÜLLER Detlef 

TÖNS Markus 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	believes that when such changes are considered, the loss of proximity to the people and of local democracy that may result must not be ignored, and that priority should be given to the possibilities of saving money by means of cross-border cooperation. Abolition of municipalities by way of merger should be considered extremely carefully;
	believes that when such changes are considered, the loss of proximity to the people and of local democracy that may result must not be ignored, and that priority should be given to the possibilities of saving money by means of cross-border cooperation should also be considered. Abolition of municipalities by way of merger should be considered extremely carefully – it can, for example, be a useful strategy in the regions in view of demographic change;


	Reason 


	Especially in view of demographic change in the regions, merging municipalities can sometimes be a useful strategy.


	AMENDMENT 13 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY
CIVEX-V-034 

Point 28 

Amend as follows: 
	SGOUROS Ioannis 
ARNAOUTAKIS Stavros 

BIRMPAS Dimitrios 

GKOTSOPOULOS Theodoros 

KALOGEROPOULOS Dimitrios 

KATSIFARAS Apostolos 

LAMPRINOUDIS Polydoros 

PREVEZANOS Dimitris 

SIMITSIS Konstantinos 

SPYRIDON Spyros 

ZAFEIROPOULOS Grigorios 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment

	in this context, highlights the value of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs), which make it much easier for regions and municipalities to cooperate across borders in delivering public services;
	in this context, highlights the value importance of town twinning, European networks of cities and regions, and bilateral and multilateral European territorial cooperation programmes, as well as of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs), which make it much easier for regions and municipalities to cooperate across borders in delivering public services in related policy areas such as services of general interest, transport and environmental protection;


	Reason 



	This addition, following on from the reasoning set out in point 27 regarding saving money by means of cross-border cooperation, highlights the role of cross-border programmes and bilateral and multilateral cooperation between LRAs at cross-border and other levels in delivering services at a time of economic crisis. 


	AMENDMENT 14 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 34 

Amend as follows: 
	JARDIM Alberto João 
ALVES CORDEIRO Vasco Ilídio 

AMARO Álvaro 

DIAS VALENTE Joaquim 

MACÁRIO CORREIA José 

PINTO Carlos 

RIO Rui 

RUAS Fernando 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	considers it absolutely essential for decisions to introduce reforms devolving powers and financial resources to be in line with the practical expectations and demands of the public and of local and regional authorities;
	considers it absolutely essential for decisions to introduce reforms devolving powers and financial resources to be in line with the practical expectations and demands of the public and of local and regional authorities: use should even be made of referenda when justified by the importance of the measures to be introduced;


	Reason 



	As a rule, States do no more than carry out a formal consultation of local and regional authorities - and do not always even do that - and then completely ignore the responses they receive.


	AMENDMENT 15 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 37 

Amend as follows: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
COPPOLA Marialuisa 

DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	in this respect, calls on all EU Member States to establish an appropriate legal framework for their sub-national authorities at the highest possible level (in the constitution, if possible);
	in this respect, calls on all EU Member States that have not yet made plans to do so to establish an appropriate legal framework for their sub-national authorities at the highest possible level (in the constitution, if possible);


	Reason 



	The necessary clarification should be provided, given that some countries have already done what is required. This clarification also highlights the importance of sub-national authorities.


	AMENDMENT 16 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 40 

Amend as follows: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
COPPOLA Marialuisa 

DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	invites the European institutions to support devolution, which is a key element in fostering cultural diversity, in line with the EU's motto "United in Diversity";
	invites the European institutions to support devolution, which is a key element in fostering cultural diversity, in line with the EU's motto "United in Diversity", and to reinforce regional and local authorities' sense of being European territorial authorities;


	Reason 



	Self-explanatory.


	AMENDMENT 17 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 43 

Amend as follows: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
COPPOLA Marialuisa 

DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	in this regard, deems the effective implementation of the cooperation agreement between the European Commission and the CoR as an important means to provide such involvement;
	in this regard, deems the effective implementation of the cooperation agreement between the European Commission and the CoR as an important and essential means to provide such involvement;


	Reason 



	The essential importance of cooperation between the European Commission and the CoR should be emphasised.


	AMENDMENT 18 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 51 

Amend as follows: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
COPPOLA Marialuisa 

DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	points out that a coherent process of devolution can only succeed if the transfer of powers to sub-national authorities is matched by a corresponding allocation of financial resources and recalls that both the European Charter on Local Self-Government and the Council of Europe's Reference Framework for Regional Democracy include duties and measures along these lines for the signatory states;
	points out that a coherent process of devolution can only succeed if the transfer of powers to sub-national authorities is matched by a corresponding and sufficient allocation of financial resources and recalls that both the European Charter on Local Self-Government and the Council of Europe's Reference Framework for Regional Democracy include duties and measures along these lines for the signatory states;


	Reason 



	Although it could be inferred, adding the term "sufficient" reinforces the European institutions' commitment to assessing the various situations pragmatically and more closely.


	AMENDMENT 19 
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 
CIVEX-V-034 
Point 55 
Amend as follows: 
	MÜHLENFELD Dagmar 
HILLER Ulrike 

JAHN Helmut Max 

LEHMANN Heinz 

MARTENS Jürgen 

TÖNS Markus 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result of risky financial speculation and calls on the European Commission to develop appropriate instruments and strategies to address these situations;
	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result of risky financial speculation and suggests that calls on the European Commission to develop appropriate instruments and strategies be developed at national level to address these situations;


	Reason 


	This area is not an EU responsibility. 


	AMENDMENT 20 
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 
CIVEX-V-034 
Point 55 
Amend as follows: 
	VITOUCH Elisabeth 
BREIER Zsuzsa 

KARTMANN Norbert 

MOHR Erwin 

MÜLLER Emilia 

NUβBAUMER Gabriele 

PRÖLL Erwin 

SCHAUSBERGER Franz 

VAN STAA Herwig 

WENINGER Hannes 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result of risky financial speculation and calls on the European Commission to develop appropriate instruments and strategies to address these situations; 
	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result of risky financial speculation and calls on the European Commission to develop  suggests that appropriate instruments and strategies be developed to address these situations; 


	AMENDMENT 21 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 55 

Amend as follows: 
	JARDIM Alberto João 
ALVES CORDEIRO Vasco Ilídio 

AMARO Álvaro 

DIAS VALENTE Joaquim 

MACÁRIO CORREIA José 

PINTO Carlos 

RIO Rui 

RUAS Fernando 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result of risky financial speculation and calls on the European Commission to develop appropriate instruments and strategies to address these situations;
	is also concerned that many regions and municipalities have found themselves in severe financial difficulties as a result not only of risky financial speculation but also of the debt that they have had to accrue in order to be entitled to access European Funds, with a view to achieving Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion. The Committee of the Regions therefore and calls on the European Commission to develop appropriate instruments and strategies to address these situations;


	Reason 



	The major cause of sub-national authorities' financial problems stems from the need to accrue debt in order to meet the national quota for accessing European Funds.


	AMENDMENT 22 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 57 

Add new point: 
	ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

BEISSEL Simone 

DURDU Agnès 

GIJSBERTS A. (Bert) 

HEDEGAARD JENSEN Jens Arne 

KARLSSON Ewa-May 

MAXWELL Stewart 

O'DONOGHUE Paul 

RIVERO BAUTE Paulino 

TOPE Graham 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	
	The Committee of the Regions is concerned at the state of local autonomy in some European countries, due to the reforms being carried out to streamline local government and make it more sustainable. The prevailing economic criteria in the current economic and financial crisis have distorted the democratic foundations of local autonomy, profoundly damaging it.




	Reason 



	In some European countries, local government reform processes are being carried out to the detriment of local autonomy. Spain's legislative proposal on streamlining local government and making it more sustainable, for example, provides for a redrawing of local boundaries that will have a detrimental impact on the scope of local powers and on political and administrative aspects. This blurs the lines of local autonomy, when it actually needs to be guaranteed.


	AMENDMENT 23 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 58 

Amend text as follows: 
	MAXWELL Stewart 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 

HENDRICKX Marc 

MEANEY Brian 

THOMAS Rhodri Glyn 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state;
	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state;


	Reason 



	The free exercise of the democratic right to self-determination by EU citizens cannot be described as disloyalty. Furthermore, the addition of a provision on “loyalty to the national state” goes beyond the remit of the opinion.


	AMENDMENT 24 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 58 

Amend text as follows: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

DESTANS Jean-Louis 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state;
	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state;


	Reason 



	As also the debate in CIVEX has shown, the concept of 'loyalty' to any institutional level is problematic and contested and should therefore not be taken as a point of reference here.


	AMENDMENT 25 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 59 

Amend text as follows: 
	HÅKANSSON HARJU Lotta 
BRESSO Mercedes 

BØDKER ANDERSEN Per 

PAVIRŽIS Gediminas 

SOULAGE Bernard 

SWANNICK Neil 

SZABO Gyula 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in dialogue, with the resulting failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region, and an unjustified refusal to devolve powers and financial resources can lead to demands for autonomy and in extreme cases to the secession of a region from the national state; 
	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in lack of real dialogue between different levels of governance, with the resulting and a failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region , and an unjustified refusal to devolve for devolution of powers and the necessary financial resources can lead to fuel demands for autonomy and in extreme cases to call for the secession of ; recalls in this context that a region from stable federal structures at European level provide the national state best framework to accommodate the legitimate concerns of the different levels; 


	Reason 



	The issue of regional demands for devolution/decentralisation needs to be discussed and, eventually addressed in a European context based on federal structures.


	AMENDMENT 26 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 59 

Amend text as follows: 
	MAXWELL Stewart 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 

HENDRICKX Marc 

MEANEY Brian 

THOMAS Rhodri Glyn 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in dialogue, with the resulting failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region, and an unjustified refusal to devolve powers and financial resources can lead to demands for autonomy and in extreme cases to the secession of a region from the national state;
	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in dialogue, with the resulting failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region, and an unjustified refusal to devolve powers and financial resources can lead to demands for autonomy and in extreme cases to the secession of a region from the national state;


	Reason 



	EU citizens who choose to exercise their right to self-determination in a democratic manner cannot reasonably be described as “extreme”.


	AMENDMENT 27 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 61 

Amend text as follows: 
	MAXWELL Stewart 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 

HENDRICKX Marc 

MEANEY Brian 

THOMAS Rhodri Glyn 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	in this context, calls for studies of the causes of these movements, making it possible to discuss and understand their motivations and find coherent, peaceful solutions for both the central bodies and the regions;
	in this context, calls for studies of the causes of these movements, making it possible to discuss and understand their motivations and find coherent, peaceful solutions for both the central bodies and the regions;


	Reason 



	Our focus should not be to satisfy national, local or regional government but, rather, to ensure that EU citizens have the democratic right to decide the type of government that they wish, and that best suits their needs.


	AMENDMENT 28 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 62 

Amend as follows: 
	JARDIM Alberto João 
ALVES CORDEIRO Vasco Ilídio 

AMARO Álvaro 

DIAS VALENTE Joaquim 

MACÁRIO CORREIA José 

PINTO Carlos 

RIO Rui 

RUAS Fernando 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	makes clear that in accordance with Article 4(2) TEU, developments in the direction of the independence of a region should be seen as an internal matter for the state concerned; 
	makes clear that in accordance with Article 4(2) TEU, developments in the direction of the independence of a region should be seen as an internal matter for the state concerned, unless the matter becomes a breach of citizens' rights, freedoms or safeguards, which would justify the approach provided for in international law;


	Reason 



	The addition to the text is self-explanatory.


	AMENDMENT 29 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 63 

Amend text as follows: 
	MAXWELL Stewart 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 

HENDRICKX Marc 

MEANEY Brian 

THOMAS Rhodri Glyn 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	recalls that if a region, having achieved independence, wanted to join the EU, it would be required to make a formal application to the Council and to follow the accession procedure under Article 49 TEU in the same way as any other country that wished to become an EU Member State; 
	recalls that if a region, having achieved independence, wanted to join the EU, it would be required to make a formal application to the Council and to follow the accession procedure under Article 49 TEU in the same way as any other country that wished to become an EU Member State;

recommends that the European Commission give thought to the conditions on which new sovereign states in Europe are to be recognised;


	Reason 



	The European Commission has not taken a position on the conditions on which new sovereign states in Europe are to be recognised. Maroš Šefčovič, Vice President of the European Commission, has stated that the European Commission “has consistently refrained from expressing a position on questions of internal organisation related to the constitutional arrangements of Member States.” Vice President Šefčovič also stated that “the European Commission would only be able to express its opinion on the legal consequences under EU law of a specific situation upon request from a Member State detailing a precise scenario”. Furthermore, in line with Article 4 (2) of the Treaty of the European Union, such matters are to be seen as an internal matter for Member States. Point 63 goes beyond the remit of the present opinion in prescribing the process by which new sovereign states in Europe are to be recognised, whereas the proposed amendment asks that the European Commission gives proper consideration to such a process.


	AMENDMENT 30

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY
CIVEX-V-034

Point 68

Expand point as follows:
	ERIKSON Urve

HALLIKMÄGI Väino

LINKOV Georg

MÜÜRSEPP Kurmet

PIHL Jüri

SILBERG Uno

VITSUT Toomas


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	recommends that the dialogue between the European institutions and regional and local authorities be strengthened, with a view to direct cooperation between regions, cities and municipalities on the one hand and European Union bodies on the other;
	recommends that the dialogue between the European institutions and regional and local authorities be strengthened, with a view to direct cooperation between regions, cities and municipalities and their associations on the one hand and European Union bodies on the other;


	Reason



	Associations of local and regional authorities should also be included in cooperation.


	AMENDMENT 31 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 69 

Amend as follows: 
	D'ATTIS Mauro 
COPPOLA Marialuisa 

DURNWALDER Luis 

FASSINO Piero 

GRANELLO Giorgio 

PELLA Roberto 

RUOCCO Roberto 

SANTARSIERO Vito 

SPACCA Gian Mario 


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	recommends that all levels of government work together to achieve a lasting solution to the European sovereign debt crisis and, in that respect, calls for the involvement of local and regional authorities on equal terms in drawing up European and national reform plans;
	recommends that all levels of government work together implement synergies to achieve a lasting solution to the European sovereign debt crisis and, in that respect, calls for the involvement of local and regional authorities on equal terms in drawing up European and national reform plans;


	Reason 



	The concept of "working together" should be enhanced, raising it to a form of cooperation that is sustainable and widely implemented.


	AMENDMENT 32 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY 

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 72 

Amend as follows: 
	JARDIM Alberto João 
ALVES CORDEIRO Vasco Ilídio 

AMARO Álvaro 

DIAS VALENTE Joaquim 

MACÁRIO CORREIA José 

PINTO Carlos 

PINTO DE SÁ Carlos 

RIO Rui 

RUAS Fernando 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	invites the European Commission to give even stronger support than it already does to targeted training programmes for regional and local administrations in how to produce appropriate aid projects and to pay closer attention to ensuring that EU aid is allocated on the basis of objective criteria, not political whim;
	invites the European Commission to give even stronger support than it already does to targeted training programmes for regional and local administrations in how to produce appropriate aid projects and to pay closer attention to verify, with the power to impose penalties for non-compliance, ensuring that EU aid is allocated on the basis of objective criteria, not political whim;


	Reason 



	Some States operate on the basis of political whim, which is unlawful.


	AMENDMENT 33 

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

CIVEX-V-034 

Point 75 

Add new point: 
	ELORZA ZUBIRÍA María Ángeles 
ALBINYANA I SAIGÍ Roger 

BEISSEL Simone 

DURDU Agnès 

GIJSBERTS A. (Bert) 

HEDEGAARD JENSEN Jens Arne 

KARLSSON Ewa-May 

MAXWELL Stewart 

O'DONOGHUE Paul 

RIVERO BAUTE Paulino 

TOPE Graham 


	Draft opinion 
	Amendment 

	
	The Committee of the Regions recommends that in future local government reforms, national legislators take into account the principles underpinning the European Charter of Local Self-Government, which guarantees and strengthens local self-government based on the principles of democracy, proximity and decentralisation.


	Reason 



	Spain's legislative proposal on streamlining local government and making it more sustainable makes no mention of the European Charter of Local Self-Government or the principles underpinning it, thus indirectly overlooking the recognition given to local and regional democracy by the Treaty of Lisbon and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
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