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	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)


	AMENDMENT 7R
DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 


	This amendment relates to amendment 7


	Point 20
Amend as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	observes with great interest the fact that the division of powers, and in particular the issue of fiscal devolution, have received growing attention in national and European public debate in the context of the consequences of the current economic and financial crisis, with the assumption often being that the behaviour of sub-national authorities is one of the elements that is preventing national budget targets from being hit;
	observes with great interest the fact that the division of powers, and in particular the issue of fiscal devolution, have received growing attention in national and European public debate in the context of the consequences of the current economic and financial crisis, with the erroneous assumption often being that the behaviour of sub-national authorities is one of the elements that is preventing national budget targets from being hit, despite the national states' main responsibilities for the crisis;


_____________

	Am. 7R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 8R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 8 



	Points 22 and 23
Delete point 22 and amend point 23 as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	22. regrets the growing trend towards centralisation that has been noticeable since the economic and financial situation began to deteriorate, a trend that is based on the mistaken assumption that transferring public services to the central government level will make them more cost-effective;
23. is firmly opposed to the economic and debt crises and the austerity measures that are required across Europe being used in some Member States as an excuse to further centralise powers, to devolve powers without providing corresponding financial resources or to rationalise, reduce or abolish sub-national bodies altogether, which will end up weakening local and regional democracy; 

	22. regrets the growing trend towards centralisation that has been noticeable since the economic and financial situation began to deteriorate, a trend that is based on the mistaken assumption that transferring public services to the central government level will make them more cost-effective;

23. is firmly opposed to the economic and debt crises and the austerity measures that are required across Europe being used in some Member States as an excuse to further centralise powers, to devolve powers without providing corresponding financial resources or to rationalise, reduce or abolish sub-national bodies altogether, which will end up weakening local and regional democracy, a trend that is based on the mistaken assumption that transferring public services to the central government level will make them more cost-effective;


Reason

Delete point 22 and add the sentence underlined to point 23.
_____________

	Am. 8R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 10R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 10


	Point 26
Expand as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	notes that merging municipalities is very often presented as a way to achieve cost savings in the context of the financial and debt crises, based on economic arguments but without always being based on adequate studies or analyses;
	notes that merging municipalities is very often presented as a way to achieve cost savings in the context of the financial and debt crises, based on economic arguments but without always being based on adequate studies or analyses; however, also acknowledges that in some regions merging municipalities can be a useful strategy, e.g. because of demographic change;


_____________

	Am. 10R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 14R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 14.


	Point 34
Amend as follows:




	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	considers it absolutely essential for decisions to introduce reforms devolving powers and financial resources to be in line with the practical expectations and demands of the public and of local and regional authorities;
	considers it absolutely essential for decisions to introduce reforms devolving powers and financial resources to be in line with the practical expectations and demands of the public and of local and regional authorities: however, also acknowledges that use could be made of referenda when justified by the importance of the measures to be introduced and in accordance with the constitution of the Member State;


_____________

	Am. 14R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 19R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 19.


	Point 55
Add new point after point 55:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	
	for EU co-financed projects which are geared towards achieving objectives such as those of the Europe 2020 strategy, calls on the European Commission to better clarify the legislative framework to ensure that an equilibrium is found between the co-financing requirements from regional and local authority budgets and the calculation of their public deficit;


_____________

	Am. 19R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 22R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 22.


	Point 22
Add new point before point 22:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	
	the Committee of the Regions is concerned at the state of regional and local autonomy in some European countries, due to the reforms being carried out to streamline regional and local government and make it more sustainable. In many of the member states the prevailing economic criteria in the current economic and financial crisis have distorted the democratic foundations of regional and local autonomy, profoundly damaging it;


Reason

Insert point in a different position in the draft opinion.
_____________

	Am. 22R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 23R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendments 23 and 24


	Point 58
Amend text as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state;
	is convinced that a proper devolution process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in the regions and local authorities and can reinforce their loyalty to the national state thereby strengthen the whole state;


_____________

	Am. 23R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 25R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendments 25 and 26


	Point 59
Amend text as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in dialogue, with the resulting failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region, and an unjustified refusal to devolve powers and financial resources can lead to demands for autonomy and in extreme cases to the secession of a region from the national state;
	on the other hand, believes that it must be borne in mind that a prolonged refusal to engage in dialogue is convinced  that a long-standing refusal of serious dialogue between different levels of governance, with the resulting and a permanent failure to take account of the wishes and demands of the region, and an unjustified refusal to devolve powers and regions for devolution of powers and the necessary financial resources can lead to fuel demands for autonomy and in extreme special cases to the secession of a region from the national state call for secession; recalls in this context that a consequent and coherent application and acceptance of the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality at European level provide the best framework to accommodate the legitimate concerns of the different levels;


_____________

	Am. 25R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 27R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 27.


	Point 61
Amend text as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	in this context, calls for studies of the causes of these movements, making it possible to discuss and understand their motivations and find coherent, peaceful solutions for both the central bodies and the regions;
	in this context, calls for studies of the causes of these movements, making it possible to discuss and understand their motivations and find coherent, peaceful solutions for both the central bodies and the regions all concerned and involved sides;


_____________

	Am. 27R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 28R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 28.


	Point 62
Amend text as follows:


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	makes clear that in accordance with Article 4(2) TEU, developments in the direction of the independence of a region should be seen as an internal matter for the state concerned; 
	makes clear that in accordance with Article 4(2) TEU, developments in the direction of the independence of a region should basically be seen as an internal matter for the state concerned;


_____________

	Am. 28R


	RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT - Rule 23(3)



	AMENDMENT 33R

DEVOLUTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE PLACE FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN EU POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY

	SCHAUSBERGER Franz 



	This amendment relates to amendment 33


	Point 70
Amend text as follows


	Draft opinion
	Amendment

	calls on the Member States to carry out any territorial reorganisation in a careful, considered and well-planned way and in accordance with the Charter on Local Self-Government and the European Reference Framework for Regional Democracy;


	calls on the Member States to carry out any territorial reorganisation or future local government reforms in a careful, considered and well-planned way and in accordance with the Charter on Local Self-Government and the European Reference Framework for Regional Democracy, which guarantees and strengthens local self-government based on the principles of democracy, proximity and decentralisation;



Reason

Addition to point 70 of the draft opinion.

_____________

	Am. 33R
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